Good morning,
Thank you for the work you sent me before half term. I hope you were able to have a rest and enjoy the sunshine. 
Please find some more English tasks below that link to the GCSE reading skills. The readings are the same and there is an audio recording of the second reading attached too. Read the tasks and send me an email with your answers to task 2 and 3. If you need help, please ask!
Sophie

Task 1 – Re-read the two articles we have read so far,  titled ‘Revealed: How to stay safe at the beach’ and ‘The Pleasures of Life’ – it was published in 1890, and originally taken from a series of speeches intended to raise the spirits of the listeners. In this section, John Lubbock writes about the pleasures of the sea. There is a glossary of words underneath if your struggle to understand some of the words. 
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	The Pleasures of Life
Every Englishman loves the sight of the Sea. We feel that it is to us a second home. It seems to vivify the very atmosphere, so that Sea air is proverbial as a tonic, and makes the blood dance in our veins. The Ocean gives an impression of freedom and grandeur more intense perhaps than the aspect of the heavens themselves. A poor woman from Manchester, on being taken to the seaside, is said to have expressed her delight on seeing for the first time something of which there was enough for everybody. The sea coast is always interesting. When we think of the cliff sections with their histories of bygone ages; the shore itself teeming with seaweeds and animals, waiting for the return of the tide, or thrown up from deeper water by the waves; the weird cries of seabirds; the delightful feeling that with every breath we are laying in a store of fresh life, and health, and energy, it is impossible to over-estimate all we owe to the sea.
It is, moreover, always changing. We went for our holiday this year to Lyme Regis. Let me attempt to describe the changes in the view from our windows during a single day. Our sitting-room opened on to a little lawn, beyond which the ground drops suddenly to the sea, while over about two miles of water were the hills of the 



	Dorsetshire coast—Golden Cap, with its bright crest of yellow sand, and the dark blue Lias Cliff of Black Ven. When I came early down in the morning the sun was rising opposite, shining into the room over a calm sea, along an avenue of light; by degrees, as it rose, the whole sea was gilt with light, and the hills bathed in a violet mist. By breakfast-time all colour had faded from the sea—it was like silver passing on each side into grey; the sky was blue, flecked with fleecy clouds; while, on the gentler slopes of the coast opposite, fields and woods, and quarries and lines of stratification begin to show themselves, though the cliffs are still in shadow, and the more distant headlands still a mere succession of ghosts, each one fainter than the one before it. As the morning advances the sea becomes blue, the dark woods, green meadows, and golden cornfields of the opposite coast more distinct, and the details of the cliffs come gradually into view, and fishing-boats with dark sails begin to appear.
Gradually the sun rises higher, a yellow line of shore appears under the opposite cliffs, and the sea changes its colour, mapping itself out as it were, the shallower parts turquoise blue, almost green; the deeper ones deep violet.
This does not last long—a thunderstorm comes up. The wind mutters overhead, the rain patters on the leaves, the coast opposite seems to shrink into itself, as if it would fly from the storm. The sea grows dark and rough, and white horses appear here and there.
But the storm is soon over. The clouds break, the rain stops, the sun shines once more, the hills opposite come out again. They are divided now not only into fields and woods, but into sunshine and shadow. The sky clears, and as the sun begins to descend westwards the sea becomes one beautiful clear uniform azure, changing again soon to pale blue in front and dark violet beyond: and once more as clouds begin to gather again, into an archipelago of bright blue sea and deep islands of ultramarine. As the sun travels westward, the opposite hills change again. They scarcely seem like the same country. What was in sun is now in shade, and what was in shade now lies bright in the sunshine. The sea once more becomes a uniform solid blue, only flecked in places by scuds of wind, and becoming paler towards evening as the sun sinks, the cliffs which catch his setting rays losing their deep colour and in some places looking almost as white as chalk, while at sunset they light up again for a moment with a golden glow, the sea at the same time sinking to a cold grey. But soon the hills grow cold too, Golden Cap holding out bravely to the last, and the shades of evening settle over cliff and wood, cornfield and meadow.
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Task 2
Use a dictionary or online dictionary to find definitions of the following words:
[image: ]
I would create a table with two columns to do this e.g.
	Word
	Meaning

	enchanted
	

	
	


…

Task 3 
When you are confident with the meaning of the above words, we can think about the skills needed for Question 4 on Paper 2. In this question, you are asked to compare. 
The words in task 2 might be used to describe the writers’ feelings about the sea. Now, match the words with the quotations below; the quotations are taken from both extracts about the sea. Source 1B - activities
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Revealed: How to stay safe at the beach

Britain’s coastline is blessed with stunning seaside spots for all the family to enjoy,
but the sea is powerful so refresh your memory about the hidden dangers and how
to deal with them.

According to the two biggest beach safety and drowning prevention charities in
Britain - the Royal National Lifeboat Institution (RNLI) and the Royal Life Saving
Society UK (RLSS) - the greatest threat to a typical family trip to the seaside
probably won’t come from sharks or jellyfish, but from rip currents, tides and
offshore winds. These may not sound as menacing, but each year more visitors to
Britain’s beaches get into trouble because of them than anything else.

Beware rip currents

Rip currents are like powerful rivers in the sea that usually rush back from the shore
and out to deeper water. They are dangerous because they are stronger and faster
than even the best swimmer and can quickly sweep unwary swimmers, surfers and
body-boarders out to sea. These rip currents may appear as dark water, as calm
areas in between waves, or as choppy areas. Any time you see beach debris, such as
seaweed, and foam floating out to sea, chances are you have spotted a rip current.
It’s always best to choose a beach with lifeguards but if this isn’t possible avoid the
area, and, if in doubt, don’t go out.

It is easy to get caught in a rip current. Experts reckon it happens most often in
waist-deep water. Both the RNLI and RLSS advise those caught in a rip current to
stay calm and conserve energy. A rip current is like a giant water treadmill that you
can’t turn off, so it does no good to try and swim against it. If you find yourself in a
rip, raise your hand and shout for help. Stronger swimmers can try to escape by
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swimming sideways across the rip, which is usually parallel with the beach. As a last
resort, if you float or tread water you will eventually wash out of the current as the
rip moves to deeper water and you can swim back to shore taking a diagonal line to
avoid going back into the current. For more info go to ripcurrents.co.uk.

Check the tides

Incoming tides isolate rocks and sandbanks from headlands and the shore. So, before
strolling out to a secluded headland, find out what time the tide rolls back in. Be
vigilant if you are going to venture into such areas - the tide can quickly come in,
and without realising it you’ve been cut off.

Free tide tables are readily available at most beaches or displayed on the lifeguard
tower. Stay off rocks and small, enclosed beaches and know the tide times to avoid
getting stranded. Also, rocks can be slippery, even when it isn’t raining, so keep to
paths and avoid walking close to cliff edges in high winds.

Understand offshore winds

Offshore winds blow across the land and towards the sea. They are favoured by
surfers as they produce better waves - but they can be dangerous for unassuming
beach-goers who just want to paddle around the bay in an inflatable dinghy or on a
lilo. Children using inflatables should always be accompanied by an adult standing in
the water, who can hold on to them. These air beds and inflatable boats are a well-
known hazard.

Drownings occur when people don’t pay proper attention to the wind direction, as
inflatables are easily blown far out to sea. The RLSS advises against their use in open
water and recommends that they should only be used in sheltered and confined
spaces, such as rockpools or seaside lidos, if permitted.
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4. The following words might be used to describe the writers’ perspectives and feelings
about the sea. Match the words with the quotations below; the quotations are taken
from both extracts about the sea. Add them to the comparison table on the next |
page; the first example has been done for you.
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