
Task 1 

Match up the following persuasive language techniques with the examples on the 

next page. 

Emotive language 
Rhetorical 

questions 
A friendly opening Statistics 

Words which play 

on our emotions – 

often sadness or 

sympathy. 

Questions asked 

to make the 

audience think 

about the issue. 

An engaging 

opening that 

establishes a link 

with the 

reader/listener.  

Facts and figures, 

often written as 

percentages. 

List of three 

Second-person 

pronouns to 

address the 

reader 

Hyperbole 
Repetition of 

words 

A list made up of 

three things. 

Sometimes called 

a triplet or a rule 

of three.  

Writing ‘You’ to 

directly address 

the reader. 

Describing things 

in an extreme or 

exaggerated way; 

making things 

seem better or 

worse than they 

are. 

Key words 

repeated for 

effect. 

Imagery Shock tactics 
Quotation from a 

reliable source 
Case study 

A simile, metaphor 

or the use of 

personification. 

Describing things 

to shock the 

reader. 

The opinion of an 

expert to support 

claims made about 

an issue. 

The story of one 

particular person 

or animal affected 

by a situation. 

Criticism of the 

opposing view 

Contrast/antithesi

s 
Facts Imperative verbs 

Being critical of 

those who 

disagree with your 

viewpoint.  

Showing the 

difference 

between two 

opposing ideas. 

A piece of 

information which 

is based on truth 

and cannot be 

argued against. 

A verb which gives 

an order. 

 



Persuasive language examples: 

A. Kill your 
speed, not a 
child.  

B. The poor 
things were 
brutally 
tortured by 
their owner. 

C. We must act. 
We must act 
together. We 
must act now. 

D. Our planet is 
sick. 

E. 75-year-old 
Maud spends 
each 
Christmas 
alone. She 
has no family 
to visit her. 

F. Those who 
disagree with 
this are 
misguided 
and wrong. 

G. As Professor 
John Howard 
has told us, 
‘The situation 
is getting 
worse.’ 

H. While most 
starve in 
poverty, 
others feast in 
wealth. 

I. 20% of pet 
owners do not 
treat their 
animals 
properly. 

J. If you join with 
us today, 
together we 
can make a 
difference to 
this situation. 

K. How much 
money would 
you spend in 
order to save 
someone’s 
life? 

L. Education, 
education, 
education. 

M. Britain is a 
democracy. 

N. Good 
afternoon, 
friends. 

O. This is a once 
in a lifetime 
opportunity. 

P. Visit Thailand 
for the time of 
your life. 

 

Task 2 

Choose five of the persuasive language techniques in the grid and use them 

to write sentences to agree or disagree with this statement.  

‘Not only is travel irresponsible, it is a waste of time and money.’ 

 

Examples on next page 

 

 



For example: 

Agree 

Rhetorical question: When did you last return from holiday feeling 

disappointed? 

 

Disagree 

Imagery: Travelling lets you see the world with new eyes. 

 

Challenge: Write your introduction for this speech. Use this Youtube video to 

help you.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EMmAriRCl20 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EMmAriRCl20

